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Introduction 
 
The papers of Albert Wakefield Sweazy cover the years 1924 to 1996 with a concentration of 
materials that have no date.  Included in this collection are Reports, Subject Files, Literary 
Productions, Scrapbook Materials, Audio Recordings, and Printed Materials.  
 
Subject files include the history of churches he served and much material on the history of the 
UM church in Kentucky, biographical and historical data, and sermons. His literary productions 
are often handwritten and taken directly from notebooks or legal pads.  Among his literary 
productions are skits & stories, tributes, correspondence, lectures, devotionals, and notes from 
sermons, memorial services, and conferences.  Scrapbook materials include any of the following: 
photographs, awards for service to U.S. Army or various churches, conference medals, diplomas, 
copies of wall-hung plaques, and pages and materials from actual scrapbooks assembled by his 
wife.  His personal Bible given by his parents is catalogued in the Printed Materials.  Lastly, 
recordings of various sermons and services are in the Audio Materials. 
 
This collection was donated by his wife after his death and can be found in two boxes of letter- 
or legal-sized folders.   The processors of this collection made every attempt to maintain Dr. 
Sweazy’s original grouping and order of materials.  However, this at times had to be overridden 
for the sake of clarity, space, and continuity.  Scott Hughes and Julie Gunby processed these 
materials in April 2000, and this finding aid was prepared the same month. 
 
  
 
 
Biographical  Sketch 
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Albert Wakefield Sweazy was born in a UM parsonage in Nelson County Kentucky about 1920 
the youngest of three children.  At the age of five, he voiced his first desire to be a preacher, and 
during his second year in college, he made a covenant with God and answered the call to the 
ministry.  Soon after, he began the steps toward his preacher’s license that was issued at a 
meeting of the Carlisle District Conference that met at First Methodist Episcopal South in Paris, 
KY in 1938. 
 
He was married in 1940 to Evelyn Mace.  His education included the following degrees:  B.A. 
from Kentucky Wesleyan College, 1940; B.D. from Asbury Theological Seminary, 1947; and 
honorary degrees—Doctor of Divinity from KWC, 1961 and Doctor of Laws from Union 
College, 1988. 
 
His itinerant trail of ministry led him to a variety of places in serving the church.  He received is 
first appointment in the KY Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South in Sept. 1938. 
This appointment as the junior preacher in the Corinth charge gave him the responsibility of 
preaching at the Sadieville Church on the third Sunday of each month.  Succeeding that 
appointment were the following: Oxford & Mt. Gilead, Midway, Lancaster, Versailles, US Army 
Chaplain (WWII), Berea, Richmond, Danville, Lexington- D.S., Conference Council Director, 
Treasurer, and Director of Administrative Services. 
 
While serving the church, he was a member of the M.E Church, South, The Methodist Church, 
and the UM Church.  He joined the KY Conference on trial in 1940 and was in the first class to 
be received into The Methodist Church after the 1939 uniting conference of the three branches of 
Methodism. 
 
His most helpful ministry advice came from his father, in whose footsteps he followed: 
“Remember that if you are going to be an effective minister, you cannot lead people where you 
are not going yourself.” 
 
 
 
Series Description 
 
SUBJECT FILES 
 
Series 
 
Subject Files. 
28 folders. 
Arranged alphabetically by title he gave to contents. 
Includes biographical material on he and his father and their family, church  
history materials (of individual churches or the KY conference),  and other  
personal files he chose to save.  Some correspondence is also included here. 
 
REPORTS 
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Series 
 
Reports. 
1 folder. 
KY Annual Conference, 1938. 
 
LITERARY PRODUCTIONS 
 
Series 
 
Literary Productions. 
77 folders. 
1927-96 and undated materials. 
Includes sermon notes and illustrations and special service notes (most are torn  
from legal pads and notebooks), skits and stories, and writing collections which 
he put together. 
 
SCRAPBOOK MATERIALS 
 
Series. 
 
Scrapbook materials. 
27 folders. 
Dated and undated materials. 
Includes awards and medals from US armed forces service, UM conference 
service, diplomas and degrees, pages and materials from family scrapbooks. 
 
PRINTED MATERIALS 
 
Series 
 
Printed materials. 
1 folder. 
1948—personal Bible. 
 
AUDIO RECORDINGS 
 
Series 
 
Audio recordings. 
5 folders. 
Various tapes of sermons and services. 
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Box/Folder Inventory 
 
 
Box Folder Series Title Date 
1 1  Subject File Albert Sweazy n.d. 
 2  Subject File Biographical Data n.d. 
 3  Subject File Clyde Sweazy n.d. 
 4  Subject File Collected Prayers and Poems n.d. 
 5  Subject File Copies-50 Anniversary Call to Preach n.d. 
 6  Subject File Copies of “Does Jesus live at your 
House?” 
n.d. 
 7  Subject File Historical Data n.d. 
 8  Subject File Historical Writings n.d. 
 9  Subject File Holy Week Services 1993 
 10  Subject File “Keepers” n.d. 
 11  Subject File Kentucky Wesleyan Alumni n.d. 
 12  Subject File Kentucky Wesleyan College Alumnus 
Award 
1996 
 13  Subject File Retirement Write-up n.d. 
 14  Subject File Ruth Sunday School Class Lectures n.d. 
 15  Subject File Sermons n.d. 
 16  Subject File Wesleyan Alumni Articles-Albert Sweazy n.d. 
 17  Subject File Church History: Articles by Albert 
Sweazy on KY Methodism 
n.d. 
 18  Subject File Church History: Carlisle History n.d. 
 19  Subject File Church History: Carlisle-Oral 1995 
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 20  Subject File Church History: Centenary-Danville, KY n.d. 
 21  Subject File Church History: Historic US Churches 1947 
 22  Subject File Church History: Historic Data Deering n. d. 
 23  Subject File Church History: Historical map of KY 
Methodism 
n. d. 
 24  Subject File Church History: History of KY 
Conference Districts 
1994 
 25  Subject File Church History: History of the UM 
Church 
n.d. 
 26  Subject File Church History: John Wesley Hughes 
Article 
n.d. 
 27  Subject File Church History: Ky UM Conference n.d. 
 28  Subject File Corporate: Good Samaritan Hospital 1996-1997 
 29  Reports Annual: KY Methodist Episcopal 1938 
 30  Literary 
Productions 
Memorial Address-KY Annual 
Conference 
n.d. 
 31  Literary 
Productions 
Miscellaneous Writings n.d. 
 32  Literary 
Productions 
“Remembering” 1993 
 33  Literary 
Productions 
Jr. Legal Pad: Correspondence Notes n.d. 
 34  Literary 
Productions 
Jr. Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 35  Literary 
Productions 
Jr. Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 36  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Address to KY State Bankers n.d. 
 37  Literary 
Productions 
Annual Conference Notes 1927 
 38  Literary 
Productions 
Annual Conference Notes n.d. 
 39  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Article-Life’s Dimension of 
Service 
1961 
 40  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Article-Life’s Dimension of 
Service 
n.d. 
 41  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Banquet Address Notes, A. E. 
Walker 
n.d. 
 42  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Bishop Retreat Notes n.d. 
 43  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Broadcast Devotions 1960 
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 44  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Conference Article n.d. 
 45  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Conference Dates n.d. 
 46  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: KY Conference History n.d. 
 47  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Lecture on Professional 
Efficiency 
n.d. 
 48  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Letters, Eulogy n.d. 
 49  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Letter, Notes for 
Autobiography 
n.d. 
 50  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Letter, Sermon Illustrations n.d. 
 51  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Manuscript Notes n.d. 
 52  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Manuscript Notes n.d. 
 53  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Manuscript-Steps to Glory n.d. 
 54  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Manuscript-Steps to Glory n.d. 
 55  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Manuscript-Steps to Glory, 
Letter, Article 
n.d. 
 56  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Memorial Service, Sermon n.d. 
 57  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Miscellaneous Notes n.d. 
 58  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes for Autobiography n.d. 
 59  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes for Autobiography n.d. 
 60  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes on Bishops and 
Preachers 
n.d. 
 61  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes on JW Hughes and 
KWC 
n.d. 
 62  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes on Methodism, Sermon n.d. 
 63  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes, Sermon Notes, 
Memorial, Letter 
n.d. 
 64  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Notes, Stories 1984 
 65  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon n.d. 
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 66  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon n.d. 
 67  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon n.d. 
 68  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Illustrations n.d. 
 69  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Materials, Letters, 
Notes 
n.d. 
 70  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Materials, Letters, 
1996 Basketball Tournament 
n.d. 
 71  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Materials, Notes n.d. 
 72  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes 1989-1990 
 73  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 74  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 75  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 76  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 77  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 78  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes 1985 
 79  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 80  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 81  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 82  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 83  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes, Genealogy n.d. 
 84  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes, Letters, 
Invocation 
n.d. 
 85  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes, Miscellaneous 
Notes 
1983 
 86  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes, Sunday School 
Lecture 
n.d. 
 87  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Sermon Notes, Notes for Lex. 
District 
n.d. 
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 88  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Skits, Stories n.d. 
 89  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Story n.d. 
 90  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Tribute Notes n.d. 
 91  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Tribute Notes n.d. 
 92  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Verses n.d. 
 93  Literary 
Productions 
Legal Pad: Youth Lecture n.d. 
2 1 Literary 
Productions 
Notebook: Article - History of Carlisle n.d. 
 2 Literary 
Productions 
Notebook: Article - Methodist Theology, 
Sermon, Notes 
n.d. 
 3 Literary 
Productions 
Notebook: Notes, Articles n.d. 
 4 Literary 
Productions 
Notebook: Notes, Letters, Sermon Notes n.d. 
 5 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Church Stories, Sermon 
Ideas 
n.d. 
 6 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Eulogy 1975 
 7 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Letters, Sermon 
Illustration, Sermon, Article 
n.d. 
 8 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Notes n.d. 
 9 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Ideas n.d. 
 10 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Notes 1985 
 11 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 12 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 13 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Notes n.d. 
 14 Literary 
Productions 
Steno Notebook: Sermon Notes, Letter n.d. 
 15 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Captain, Chaplain in Army Award n.d. 
 16 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Certificate of Award-Service in WWII n.d. 
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 17 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Colonel in Confederate Air Corps Award 1956 
 18 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Conference Medals n.d. 
 19 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Conference Medals n.d. 
 20 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Diploma-Bachelor of Divinity, Asbury 
Seminary 
1947 
 21 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Diploma-Doctor of Divinity, Kentucky 
Wesleyan College 
1961 
 22 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Diploma-Doctor of Divinity, Asbury 
Seminary 
1991 
 23 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Diploma-Doctorate of Laws, Union 
College 
1988 
 24 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Kentucky Colonel Award 1957 
 25 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Kentucky Wesleyan Diploma 1940 
 26 Scrapbook 
Materials 
National Honor Society Award 1956 
 27 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Preacher’s License 1938 
 28 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Plaques n.d. 
 29 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook 1992 
 30 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook n.d. 
 31 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook n.d. 
 32 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook Photos n.d. 
 33 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook Photos n.d. 
 34 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook Photos n.d. 
 35 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Scrapbook Photos n.d. 
 36 Scrapbook 
Materials 
Social Service Advisory Committee 
Award 
1957 
 37 Printed 
Materials 
Personal Bible 1948 
 38 Audio 
Recordings 
 n.d. 
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 39 Audio 
Recordings 
 n.d. 
 40 Audio 
Recordings 
 n.d. 
 41 Audio 
Recordings 
 n.d. 
 42 Audio 
Recordings 
 n.d. 
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